Service of Lessons and Carols
Redeemer Orthodox Presbyterian Church
December 24, 2016
PROCESSIONAL HYMN

#208 - “O Come, All Ye Faithful”

OPENING SCRIPTURE

Psalm 96

Oh sing to the Lord a new song;
sing to the Lord, all the earth!
Sing to the Lord, bless his name;
tell of his salvation from day to day.
Declare his glory among the nations,
his marvelous works among all the peoples!
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised;
he is to be feared above all gods.
For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols,
But the Lord made the heavens.
Splendor and majesty are before him:
Strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.
Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples,
Ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
bring an offering, and come into his courts!
Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness,
tremble before his, all the earth!
Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns!
Yes, the world is established, it shall never be moved;
he will judge the peoples with equity.”
Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice;
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
let the field exult, and everything in it!
Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy
before the Lord, for he comes,
for he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness,
And the peoples in his faithfulness.

OPENING PRAYER
Beloved in Christ, at this Christmastide let it be our care and delight to hear again the message of the
angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which is come to pass, and
the babe lying in a manger.
Therefore let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first
days of our disobedience unto the glorious redemption brought us by this holy Child.
But first, let us pray for the needs of the whole world; for peace on earth and goodwill among all his
people; for unity and brotherhood within the church he came to build, and especially in this, our own
community.
And because this would rejoice his heart, let us remember, in his name, the poor and helpless, the cold,
the hungry, and the oppressed; the sick and them that mourn, the lonely and the unloved, the aged and
the little children; all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have
grieved his heart of love.
Lastly, let us remember before God all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore, and in a
greater light, that multitude which no man can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and
with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one forevermore.
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ
himself hath taught us: Our Father, which art in heaven . . .

OPENING HYMN

#225 “Once in Royal David’s City”

FIRST LESSON – God announces in the Garden of Eden that the seed of the woman shall bruise the
serpent’s head Genesis 3:8-15

CAROL

#196 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

SECOND LESSON – God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall the nations of the earth be
blessed Genesis 22:15-18

CAROL

#194 “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”

THIRD LESSON – Christ’s birth and kingdom are foretold by Isaiah Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

CAROL

#200 “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”

FOURTH LESSON – The prophet Micah foretells the glory of little Bethlehem Micah 5:2-4

CAROL

#201 - “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

FIFTH LESSON – The angel Gabriel appears to Mary and announces that she will bear a holy child Luke
1:26-35, 38

CAROL

“Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light”
sung by members of the McBane and Frick families

CAROL

#203 “Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

SIXTH LESSON – Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem, where Mary gives birth to Jesus Luke 2:1-7

CAROL

#216 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

SEVENTH LESSON – Angels appear to shepherds in the fields and announce the birth of the Messiah
Luke 2:8-20

CAROL

#214 “Angels We Have Heard on High”

EIGHTH LESSON – Magi from the East come seeking the Messiah and are led by the star to Jesus
Matthew 2:1-12
CAROL

Eritrean Carol (sung in Tigrinya)
sung by members of the Weldeyesus family

CAROL

#226 “As With Gladness Men of Old”

HOMILY

Pastor Zecharias

NINTH LESSON – The Word of God becomes flesh and lives among us, full of grace and truth John 1:117

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES

CAROL

#220 “Silent Night! Holy Night!”

CLOSING HYMN

#195 “Joy to the World! The Lord Is Come”

BENEDICTION

